United States and Canada:  Physical Characteristics outline notes

 

· Abundant Natural Resources

· Water

· Forests

· Arable land

· Oil (some is in environmentally protected areas)

· Minerals

· Continental Divide

      --Forms watershed of North America; top of Rocky Mountains

· Rivers

· Mississippi

· Many cities grew along this river

· Trade from agricultural areas of Great Plains all the way to Gulf of Mexico

· St. Lawrence

· From Atlantic Ocean to Montreal

· Historically important for fur trading

· Colorado

· Provides water to much of Southwest US; management of this water is very important

· Columbia

· Northwest US

· Rio Grande

· Boundary between United States and Mexico

· Other Water Features

· Gulf of Mexico

· Access to Atlantic Ocean, Mississippi River

· Important for importing oil

· Great Lakes

· Important for trade

· Shared by US and Canada

· Arctic Ocean

· Pacific Ocean

· Atlantic Ocean

· Hudson Bay

      --Northern Canada

· Landforms

· Aleutian Islands

· Islands off west coast of Alaska

· Fishing, trade with Russia

· Hawaiian archipelago

· Tourism

· Pearl Harbor

· Appalachian Mountains

· Eastern US

· Pacific Coastal Ranges

· Stretch from California into Canada; affect rain/snow patterns

· Basin and Range

      --Flat, dry deserts mixed with long, steep mountains; American Southwest

· Rocky Mountains

      --extend from American Southwest into northern Canada

· Great Plains

· Flat, mostly grassy area of Midwestern US and Canada

· Unpredictable rainfall

· Interior Lowlands

      --broad, flat area in central North American continent

· Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plains

      --low areas near coast

· Canadian Shield

      --relatively flat area caused by millions of years of erosion

      --mostly rock with little soil on top

· Grand Canyon

· Formed by erosion

· Tourism

· Climate Regions

--Tundra (Alaska, northern Canada)—very cold, very little vegetation

--Subarctic (Alaska, northern Canada)—very cold, little vegetation

--Humid Continental (American Northeast)—moderate summers, cold winters, adequate precipitation

--Steppe (American West)—flat grasslands, little precipitation

--

 

--Tropical Wet (Hawaii)—warm, plenty of rainfall, much vegetation

 

