Flash Card Questions:  Asia

1.  What is a monsoon and how does it affect South and Southeast Asia?

ANSWER:  A monsoon is a wind system.  The summer monsoon blows from the southwest across the Indian Ocean toward South Asia.  Monsoons bring rain which causes flooding but the rain is also important for growing crops.

2.  Name four natural hazards that occur in Asia.

ANSWER:  Monsoons occur in South Asia.  Typhoons, or tropical storms, are common near the coastal areas.  Volcanoes and earthquakes occur in Japan and along the Ring of Fire.

3.  What was the Green Revolution?

ANSWER:  The Green Revolution was when agricultural scientists introduced new farming techniques and higher-yielding grain varieties to improve production in India.

4.  What type of farming technique is used in Nepal, Bhutan, and the mountainous areas of China?

ANSWER:  Terraced farming.

5.  What is the primary religion in India?

ANSWER:  Hinduism.

6.  What types of religion can be found in Asia?

ANSWER:  Hinduism in India, Islam in Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka, Buddhism in Southeast Asia, Shintoism in Japan, and Confucianism in China.

7.  Where do most people live in China?

ANSWER:  On the flat North China Plain on the East coast.  This area has major rivers that flow through it and fertile soil.

8.  What countries in Asia are highly industrialized?

ANSWER:  Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, and Singapore.

9.  Describe the economy of India.

ANSWER:  Most people in India are farmers but they only have small pieces of land.  India also has several cities that serve as centers for manufacturing such as Calcutta, Mumbai, and Delhi.  Bangalore has become India's high-tech center.

10.  What region are India and Pakistan fighting over?

ANSWER:  The Kashmir.  

11.  What is the caste system?

ANSWER:  The caste system is a system of social classes in India.  It is a cornerstone of Hinduism.  Four castes made up the original system:  Brahmans (priests), Kshatriyas (rulers and warriors), Vaisyas (farmers and merchants), and Sudras (artisans).

12.  What country in South Asia has many tea plantations?

ANSWER:  Sri Lanka

13.  Why will the population of India surpass that of China in the near future?

ANSWER:  China as a population policy.  People must be a certain age to marry and they can only have one child.  If they have more than one child they must pay higher taxes.

14.  What is ASEAN?

ANSWER:  Association of Southeast Asian Nations.  This is an economic union.

15.  What inventions came from China?

ANSWER:  Paper, printing, gunpowder, silk, and porcelain.

16.  What country has the largest fishing fleet in the world?

ANSWER:  Japan.

17.  Why are Nepal, Bhutan, and western China sparsely populated?

ANSWER:  These areas are in the Himalaya Mountains.  It is difficult to grow food or transport goods.  Also, the climate is colder in the mountains making it harder to live.

18.  What countries are communist?

ANSWER:  China, North Korea, Vietnam, and Laos.  Korea has split in half since the Korean War.  South Korea is a democracy.

19.  What is a centrally planned economy?

ANSWER:  A centrally planned economy is when the government controls all of the major industries.  Communist countries have centrally planned economies, however, China and Vietnam are moving towards free-market economies.

20.  What country is poor in natural resources but has the strongest economy in Asia?

ANSWER:  Japan.

21.  What city is holy to Hindus?

ANSWER:  The Ganges River.  Varanasi is a holy city on the banks of the river.

22.  What types of crops do farmers grow in Asia?

ANSWER:  Cotton, rice, and wheat are grown in Pakistan.  Rice, corn, potatoes and wheat are grown in Nepal and Bhutan.  Rice, tea, rubber, and coconuts are grown in Sri Lanka.  Rice is grown in China.

23.  What countries have large forests?

ANSWER:  China, Japan, North and South Korea, and India.  Deforestation is a problem.

24.  What is the main economic activity in the Maldives?
ANSWER:  Fishing and Tourism.

