Flashcards on Europe

1.  Why does Western Europe have a mild climate compared to Eastern Europe?

ANSWER:  Western Europe is closer to the ocean, and it is heated by wind currents.  The North Atlantic Drift is an ocean current and the Westerlies are wind currents.

2.  What is a fjord?

ANSWER:  A fjord is a steep, u-shaped valley carved by glaciers.  Fjords are found in Norway.

3.  What countries in Europe are very densely populated?

ANSWER:  Germany, France, Italy, and the United Kingdom are densely populated.

4.  What physical feature of Europe is important for growing food?

ANSWER:  The Northern European Plain.  The NEP flows through France, Germany, and Poland and has fertile black soil called chernozem.

5.  Why are the mountainous regions of Europe important?

ANSWER:  The Alps and Pyrenees are important as sources of mineral resources, areas for recreation, and for tourism.

6.  List specific areas threatened by air and water pollution?

ANSWER:  The Black Forest in Germany is threatened by acid rain, which is caused by industrial waste.  Venice suffers from water pollution as well as the major rivers.

7.  List two important areas with coal and iron ore.

ANSWER:  The Ruhr Valley in Germany and the Po Valley in Italy.

8.  What is a Polder?

ANSWER:  A Polder is an area of reclaimed land from the sea.

9.  What is the European Union?

ANSWER:  The European Union is an economic and political union of the countries in Europe.

10.  How is the economy of Eastern Europe different than Western Europe?

ANSWER:  Eastern European countries were communist until recently.  Under communism all of the major industries are owned by the government.  The industries in Eastern Europe were inefficient and could not compete on the world market.

11.  What is the Chunnel?

ANSWER:  The Chuunel is a tunnel under the English Channel that connects England and France.

12.  Describe agriculture in Europe.

ANSWER:  Farming in Europe is highly mechanized and has high crop yields.

13.  Describe the transportation systems in Europe.

ANSWER:  Historically, rivers and canals have been used as transportation routes.  This is also why many castles were built along rivers.

14.  What was the Industrial Revolution?

ANSWER:  The Industrial Revolution was when human labor was slowly replaced by machines such as the steam engine.  The first countries to industrialize were England, France, and Germany.

15.  Describe the population of Europe.

ANSWER:  Europe is densely populated and has many modern cities with well-developed infrastructures.  Long life expectancy, low infant mortality, skilled labor.

16.  What is NATO?

ANSWER:  The North Atlantic Treaty Organization.  NATO was originally founded as a political union to combat the Soviet Union.

17.  What countries are considered the birthplace of western democracy?

ANSWER:  Greece and Rome.  The city of Athens in Greece had a direct democracy where everyone voted on everything.  Rome had a republic.

18.  How did European culture spread to other parts of the world?

ANSWER:  Colonization, exploration, and imperialism.  European countries colonized North and South America and Africa.

19.  What is Balkanization?

ANSWER:  When a country breaks into smaller countries based on ethnicity.  This happened on the Balkan Peninsula when Yugoslavia broke into small countries.

20.  Where is a cultural crossroads in Europe?

ANSWER:  The Balkan Peninsula.  This area has many ethnic groups, which is a major reason there has been a history of conflict on the peninsula.

21.  List some countries with very high GDPs.

ANSWER:  All of Europe has a high GDP but Switzerland, Luxembourg, and Sweden are even wealthier.

22.  What are some major economic activities in Switzerland?

ANSWER:  Tourism and banking.

